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A History of South Africa. By Dorothea Fairbeidge, Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, London, 1918. Pp. 319. 

One hears much nowadays about the history of South Africa and 
the development of that recently enlarged domain under the direc- 
tion of Great Britain adds further interest to the story. The pres- 
ent volume differs, however, from the type of most recent accounts 
of South Africa in that it is a small illustrated work within the 
reach of those too busy or not sufficiently well grounded in the 
social sciences to read an intensively scientific treatise. As such, it 
has a place in the current historical volumes growing out of the 
reconstruction of the countries revolutionized by the world war. 

The work begins with a picture of the country as nature made 
it. There is an account of early plant life, prehistoric animals, 
paleoliths, and prehistoric man. The early inhabitants are then 
given more detailed treatment. Attention is directed to the Bush- 
man, the Hottentot, and the Bantu as each figured in South Africa. 
An effort to contrast the country as the natives kept it with the 
country as the white man developed it, is a large part of this 
chapter. 

Beginning then with Prince Henry of Portugal the author pre- 
sents an array of "Great Adventurers." Following this sketch 
comes the account of the rounding of the Cape of Good Hope by 
Bartholomew Diaz and next Vasco da Gama's voyage around the 
Cape to India. The climbing of the Table Mountain by Antonio 
de Saldanha, the landing of Don Francisco of Almeida, the voyage 
of Sir Francis Drake, and the adventures of other travellers ap- 
pear in chronological order. 

The rise of settlements in South Africa or on the neighboring 
islands as half-way stations, show the early importance of the coun- 
try which, after being conquered, soon experienced considerable ex- 
pansion. Then followed in the seventeenth century an era of pros- 
perity which paved the way for better beginnings the next century 
under Governors Hendrik, Swellengrebel and Tulbagh. The 
troubles of the eighteenth century when the settlements had to 
reckon with natives and foreigners constitute a critical period of 
the colony ending with the capture of the Cape by the English in 
1795. Then follow the first British occupation, the restoration of 
the Cape to the Dutch by the Treaty of Amiens in 1802, the second 
rule of the Dutch and the second coming of the British. 

With the nineteenth century the British were to be free to start 
upon an all but uninterrupted rule of prosperity. The establish- 
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ment of courts, the rise of missions, the improvement in agriculture, 
and the extension of the frontier characterized the first efforts of 
the pioneering British. Their relations with the natives and dif- 
ficulties with the Boers are treated in the chapters on the Story of 
Natal, the Vootrekkers, the founding of the Boer Republic and the 
retrocession of the Transvaal. The chapters covering the subse- 
quent period consist of a discussion of new influences, the Uit- 
landers, the Jameson Raid, the War of 1899-1902, and the prob- 
lems of peace and reconstruction. 

Reconstruction in Louisiana. By EiiA Lonn, Assistant Pro- 
fessor in Grinned College. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York 
and London, 1919. Pp. 538. Price $3.00 net. 
Miss Lonn's book is an exhibition of the true scholarly spirit. 
Her analysis of the situation in Louisiana politics during the period 
of Reconstruction is most ably executed. She has neglected no 
source which would throw light upon this very anachronistic epoch. 
Public documents of all kinds, and especially those which embody 
the debates in the Senate and assembly of Loiusiana have been made 
to yield interesting testimonies of the passing shows of the years 
1867-1876. Not content, however, with these testimonies, she has 
called to her aid many other sources including the newspapers of 
the day wherein is displayed popular reaction towards the orgies 
being indulged in the State House. And thus the reader 's mind, by 
means of most carefully chosen quotations from these records, as 
if by a lightning flash, is frequently illumined; so that the whole 
comedy unfolds before the eyes in a most interesting fashion. 

The book is not only filled with a wealth of detailed information 
concerning the period, it not only tells the story of political de- 
bauchery, ignorance and fraud; but notes also the few shreds of 
constructive work done by the legislators under the coercion of 
public opinion. All of these facts are put together in a logical 
manner and show that the author is not only gifted with keen 
analytic powers, but is also endowed with a peculiar faculty for 
organizing and marshalling facts in such a manner as to weave a 
beautiful mosaic of otherwise widely divergent elements. 

Miss Lonn has succeeded in writing a very interesting narrative 
and her book will hold the attention of a widely differing clientele. 
The student of American politics will find an illuminative study of 
this very remarkable period, and therefore much food for thought. 
But this book offers to the lover of fiction a new field. There is the 



